
 

                                      C1 
© 2011 Museum of Science, Inc. 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

Children learn to identify objects that are magnetic or nonmagnetic. 
 
Procedure 
 

1. Say: Today we will pretend to be magnetic and nonmagnetic objects. Place all of the 
objects on the table. Show the children the horseshoe magnet. First, let’s predict which 
objects this magnet will pick up. 

 
2. Will the magnet pick up the paper clip? Try to pick up the paper clip. Continue asking the 

same question for each object. Review which objects are magnetic and which are not.  
 

3. Ask the children to form a circle. Give one child the magnet tag necklace; this child stands in 
the center. Give the other children either a magnetic or nonmagnetic object tag necklace. 
(Insert child’s name) will pretend to be a magnet. Let’s march around the circle and sing 
a magnet song. (Sung to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.”) 

 

 The magnet will attract, the magnet will attract 
 Heigh-ho, way to go! The magnet will attract. 
 

4. Direct the child in the center to choose the child wearing the paper clip tag and lead him/her by 
the hand to the center. A paper clip is magnetic. We will march around the circle and sing 
the song again. Continue until all the magnetic objects are chosen.  

  
5. Have the children with the magnetic object tags return to the outer circle.  

 
6. Direct the child in the center to choose the child wearing the leaf tag and lead him/her by the 

hand to the center. A leaf is nonmagnetic. We will march around the circle and sing 
another song. Continue until all the nonmagnetic objects are chosen. 

 

 The magnet will NOT attract, the magnet will NOT attract 
 Heigh-ho, no way no-no! The magnet will NOT attract. 
 

Creative Arts iCard 
 

Magnetic Attraction  
 Materials 
• strong horseshoe magnet 
• assortment of magnetic and 

nonmagnetic objects: feather, 
paper clip, button, shell, leaf, 
paper clip or other metal 
objects 
• Horseshoe Magnet Tag page 
• Nonmagnetic Object Tags 

page 
• Magnetic Object Tags page 
• yarn 
• scissors 
 

 
 

Preparation 
Make one object tag necklace  
per child:  
− Make one copy each of 

C1.1, C1.2 and C1.3.  
− Cut out each object tag. 

Punch a hole in each tag. 
String yarn through the hole 
to make a necklace.  
NOTE: If the group is 
smaller than ten, be sure to 
distribute an equal number 
of magnetic and 
nonmagnetic object tags 
and one horseshoe magnet 
tag. 

 
 
 
 
 

Magnificent 
Magnets 

 

                                       L3 

   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language and Literacy iCard 
 

Picture Walk 
 
 
 

Taking a picture walk through a book is one of the earliest stages of reading. It enables children to 
“read” books by looking at the pictures. Ideal Picture Walk books have rich illustrations. When a 
book has too much text to hold children’s attention, use it to show just the pictures. Wordless books 
are also a great choice for Picture Walks. 
 
1. Before conducting the picture walk: 

Let the children know you are going to read this book by looking at the pictures. 
• Show the cover of the book. 
• Read the title, the author’s name, and the illustrator’s name. 
• Ask children to predict what they think the story will be about based on the cover and the title. 

 
2. While conducting the picture walk: 

• Slowly go through the book, page by page. 
• Ask a few questions about each picture. For example: 

 
What do you see in this picture?  
Have you ever seen __________? Tell me something about it. (Substitute with a word 
related to the book; a character, animal or place) 
Where is this part of the story taking place? 
Where do you think they are going? 
What do you think will happen next?  
 

3. Share the book again and again.  
 When children like a book, they want to “read” it over and over.  
 
4. Leave the book in the science or book area for the children to enjoy.  

 
 

Guidelines 
1. Choose a book. 
 Select a book from the 

Rainy Weather Picture 
Walk Books list. If these 
books are not available, 
find another content- 
related book filled with rich, 
detailed pictures. 

 

2. Get to know the book. 
Read the story to yourself 
before sharing the book 
with the children. Look at 
the illustrations to see how 
they tell the story. 
 

3. Enjoy reading time!  
Make sure everyone is 
comfortable and able to 
see the book. If needed, 
establish rules for good 
behavior. 
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