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Language and Literacy iCard 
 

Picture Walk 
 
 
 

Taking a picture walk through a book is one of the earliest stages of reading. It enables children to 
“read” books by looking at the pictures. Ideal Picture Walk books have rich illustrations. When a 
book has too much text to hold children’s attention, use it to show just the pictures. Wordless books 
are also a great choice for Picture Walks. 
 
1. Before conducting the picture walk: 

Let the children know you are going to read this book by looking at the pictures. 
• Show the cover of the book. 
• Read the title, the author’s name, and the illustrator’s name. 
• Ask children to predict what they think the story will be about based on the cover and the title. 

 
2. While conducting the picture walk: 

• Slowly go through the book, page by page. 
• Ask a few questions about each picture. For example: 

 
What do you see in this picture?  
Have you ever seen __________? Tell me something about it. (Substitute with a word 
related to the book; a character, animal or place) 
Where is this part of the story taking place? 
Where do you think they are going? 
What do you think will happen next?  
 

3. Share the book again and again.  
 When children like a book, they want to “read” it over and over.  
 
4. Leave the book in the science or book area for the children to enjoy.  

 
 

Guidelines 
1. Choose a book. 
 Select a book from the 

Rainy Weather Picture 
Walk Books list. If these 
books are not available, 
find another content- 
related book filled with rich, 
detailed pictures. 

 

2. Get to know the book. 
Read the story to yourself 
before sharing the book 
with the children. Look at 
the illustrations to see how 
they tell the story. 
 

3. Enjoy reading time!  
Make sure everyone is 
comfortable and able to 
see the book. If needed, 
establish rules for good 
behavior. 
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 Astonishing  
 Air 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Distance 
Carlos 4  
Rene 3 

Taylor 3 

Jennifer 5 

Daniel 6 

Materials 
• Paper Airplane Instructions 

page 
• sheet of 18” x 24” chart paper 

or poster board 
• Shoe Cutouts page 
• copy paper 
• masking tape 
• permanent marker 

 
For each child: 
• sheet of 8½” x 11” copy 

paper 
 
Preparation 
1.  Designate a large, open 

area in the classroom to 
conduct the flight tests. 

2.  Use masking tape to mark a 
line where the airplanes will 
take off. 

3.  Make a Flight Chart: 
• Create a two-column chart 

on chart paper.  
• Label the first column 

Name, and write each 
child’s name in the column. 

• Label the second column 
Distance and paste one 
Shoe Cutout on each row.  

 

Children create paper airplanes and count how many steps their airplanes traveled. 
 
Procedure 
 

1. Say: Today we will make paper airplanes and count how many steps the airplanes 
traveled. 

 
2. Give each child a sheet of paper. Let’s make paper airplanes. Follow the Paper Airplane 

Instructions to assist each child to make a paper airplane. Write each child’s name on one of 
the airplane’s wings. 

 
3. Once every child has created a paper airplane, go to the “flight test” area. 

 
4. Call two children at a time to stand on the “take off” line and throw their airplanes. 

 
5. Give each child a piece of masking tape to mark the place where his/her airplane landed. Assist 

them to walk heel-to-toe from the “take off” line to the landing mark, counting the number of 
steps their airplane traveled. 

 
6. Use the Flight Chart to record the number of steps each child’s airplane traveled in the  

“Distance” column, next to the child’s name in the “Name” column.  
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